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The Western Pioneers 

• O’Sullivan 
– Manifest Destiny 

• Settle Sea to Shining Sea for the 
Anglo-Americans 

– Great American Desert 

• Frontier 
– Old:  West of Appalachians 

– New: California, Oregon 

 
 





Technology 

• Deere 

– plow 

• McCormick 

– Harvester 

– Reaper 



Coastal Settlement 

• Squatters 

– Settlers on unclaimed 
property 

• Oregon 

– Willamette Valley 

• California 

– John Sutter 

 

 

Gold found at 

Sutter’s Mill in 

California 1848 



Getting there 



• Overland trails 
• Blazed by mountain 

men 
– Kit Carson 
– Jim Bridger 

• Santa Fe 
– Mexico 

• Oregon 
– Families 
– land 

• California 
– Gold 

• Mormon 
– Religion 
– Brigham Young 
– Utah 

• Sea Route 
– Horn 
– Panama 





The Wagon 



 

Traveling the Trail 

Donner Party stuck in 

mountains, ate each other 

Oregon trail                          Oregon School 

OregonTrail_T1%5b1%5d.mov
Oregon_Movie_2009.wmv


“There was an epidemic of 

cholera, I think it was caused 

from drinking water from the 

holes dug by campers. All 

along was a graveyard most 

any time of day you could 

see people burying their 

dead.” 

–Jane D. Kellogg 1852 



 



• Chimney Rock, Nebraska 



• Fortress of the Western Trails 



• Wagon Ruts through 
Solid Rock 

• Eastern Wy. 



• Register Cliffs, 
Wyoming 



• Independence 
Rock 

• Must reach by 
July 4th or die! 



“It spreads forth into undulating and treeless 

plains and desolate sandy wastes. . . . It is a 

land where no man permanently abides, for at 

certain seasons of the year there is no food for 

the hunter or his steed.” 

–Washington Irving, 1836 



“My friends, circumstances 

render it impossible that you 

can flourish in the midst of a 

civilized community. You have 

but one remedy within your 

reach, and that is to remove to 

the west. And the sooner you 

do this, the sooner you will 

commence your career of 

improvement and prosperity.” 

---Andrew Jackson 



• Indians 

– Ft. Laramie Treaty 

– Western 

• Sioux 

• Cheyenne 

• Arapaho 

• Indians were 
mostly peaceful to 
passing wagon 
trains 
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• Texas 

• Stephen Austin 

• Washington-on-the-
Brazos 

• Immigrants must 
obey Mexican laws 

– Mexican bride 

– Mexican citizen 

– Roman Catholicism 

– No slavery 



• Texas Revolution 

– Santa Anna-
Mexican Dictator 

– Sam Houston-
Texas leader 

The Mexican government has 

been, during the whole time of 

our connection with it, the 

[shameful]…victim of [many] 

military revolutions, and [has] 

continually exhibited every 

characteristic of a weak, 

corrupt, and tyrannical 

government. 

–Texas Declaration of 

Independence 1836 



• Texas Revolution 

• Alamo 

– 13 day siege 

– Travis vs. Santa Anna 

– Davy Crocket 

– Mexicans kill all the Texans 

– “Remember the Alamo” 

• Goliad 

– Texans executed by Santa 
Anna in the desert 

• San Jacinto 

– Houston defeats Mexicans 

– Santa Anna captured 

– Ends Texas Rev. 
Susana Dickinson 

(1814-1883) lone 

adult survivor  

 



 



Texas 

• Republic 

– Sam Houston President 

• 10 years independent 

• Hope for Annexation 

 



Yellow Rose of 
Texas 

• There's a yellow rose of Texas 
That I am going to see, 
No other fellow knows her, 
No other, only me. 
She cried so when I left her, 
It like to break my heart, 
And if I ever find her 
We never more will part. 

•  She's the sweetest rose of color 
A fellow ever knew, 
Her eyes are bright as diamonds, 
They sparkle like the dew. 
You may talk about your dearest May 
and sing of Rosa Lee, 
But the Yellow Rose of Texas 
Beats the belles of Tennessee.  

• Oh, now I'm going to find her, 
For my heart is full of woe, 
And we'll sing the song together, 
That we sung long ago; 
We'll play the banjo gaily, 
and we'll sing the songs of yore, 
and the Yellow Rose of Texas 
Shall be mine forevermore.  



 



Mexican War 
• Tyler stalls on Texas 

– Slave issues 

• Polk promises 
– Texas 

– Oregon 

– California 

• Slidell negotiates 

• Mexico refuses 

• WAR! 



Mexican War • Zackary Taylor 
invades 
– Monterrey, Mex. 
– Removed by Polk 

• politics 

• John Fremont 
– California-Bear 

Flag Republic 
– US forces arrive, 

occupy California 

• Stephen Kearny 
– S. Calf. 

• Winfield Scott 
– Vera Cruz 
– Mexico City 

 





The United States will conquer Mexico, but it will be as the man 

swallows the arsenic, which brings him down in turn. Mexico will 

poison us. 

–Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1846 

 

Witness the present Mexican war, the work of comparatively a few 

individuals using the standing government as their tool…When a 

whole country is unjustly overrun and conquered by a foreign army, 

and subjected to military law, I think that it is not too soon for 

honest men to rebel.” 

Henry David Thoreau, “Civil disobedience” (1849) 



Victory 
• Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 

– Mexican Cession 
• New Mexico 

• Texas 

• California 

• Arizona 

• Nevada 

• Utah 

– Rio Grande is border 

– $15 Million to Mexico 

• 1854-Gadsen Purchase 
– Southern AZ & NM 

– To build a transcontinental 
railroad 

– Completes Continental US 

 
 



• Oregon 

– British vs. US 

– Polk 

• “54’40” or fight” 

• All Oregon, 
Washington, 
British Columbia 

• Negotiated 
settlement 

– North-British 

– South-US 



 


