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US Entry into World 
War I
•Mexican Revolution
•1910-1920
• Diaz, Late 1800s pro-US dictator

• Huerta, Early 1900s dictator

• Pancho Villa
• Raid Columbus, NM

•Punitive Expedition 
• John Pershing

•Failed to capture 
Pancho Villa

Mexican Leaders Zapata and Villa

Pershing,

Villa



Review-US and Mexico
1. Woodrow Wilson did not want ______ to be 

in power in Mexico because that man was a 
dictator who did not want to support 
democracy, constitutional government, and 
land reform.

2. Mexican guerrilla leader _______ conducted 
raids into the U.S. and general ________ 
tried to capture the Mexican leader but failed 
during the Mexican Punitive Expedition.



Pre-War 
European 
Alliances
•Triple Alliance
•Germany
•Austria-Hungary
•Italy

•Triple Entente
•France
•Russia
•Britain



Sides before World War I





European Tango of Alliances



European Powder 
Keg
•Balkan wars 1905-1914

• Serbia
• Romania
• Greece
• Bulgaria

•Ottoman Empire

•Sick man of Europe
•Austria-Hungarian 

Empire



Nationalism’s 
Terrorist Threat

•Black Hand

•Bosnia

•Sarajevo

•G. Princip
• Assassin of Franz 

Ferdinand



I am a Yugoslav nationalist, aiming 
for the unification of all Yugoslavs, 
and I do not care what form of state, 
but it must be free from Austria. 

---Gavrilo Princip



Coming of War!

•Archduke killed.

•Austria vs. Serbia

•Russia vs. Austria

•Germany vs. Russia

•France vs. Germany

•Germany vs. Belgium

•Britain vs. Germany



War!

Central Powers

Germany

Austria-Hungary

Bulgaria

Ottoman Empire

Allied Powers

Russia

France

Britain

Serbia

Italy



Allies Powers vs. Central Powers



European Nations at war, WW I



Review-World War I Begins
1. The event that touched off the first declaration of 

war in World War I was the assassination of 
________.

2. The Triple Entente included _____, _____, and 
_____.

3. The Powder Keg of Europe is described as the 
______ Peninsula.

4. Serbian terrorist nationalist group was called the 
_______.





War Strategy
•Germany’s Schlieffen 

Plan 
• Defeat France first

• Sweep through Belgium to 
Paris

• Defeat Russia later

•Failure
• Russia moved quicker than 

anticipated
• Not enough troops to 

sweep all the way to the 
channel

• Plan change at last 
moment



America Remains 
Neutral, but…

• Propaganda

•Allied Loans

• British Blockade

•U-boats

• Lusitania

• Sussex Pledge

•Wilson “Kept us out 
of War!”

Germany is not moving against this country.  She has 
not been guilty of any aggression against us.  She has 
taken the lives of a few of our citizens because they got 
in the way when she was prosecuting a war against 
another nation and fighting to preserve her existence.  If 
the Germany Government should make aggressive 
warfare against the United States you would not need 
any exhortation in the Senate to arouse the patriotism 
of the American people.
---John Works, 1917
1. How have Americans been injured in this war?
2. What position is Works taking on the war?



The effect of the war upon the United States 
will depend upon what American citizens say 
and do. Every man who really loves America 
will act and speak in the true spirit of 
neutrality, which is the spirit of impartiality 
and fairness and friendliness to all 
concerned.
—Woodrow Wilson
1. What does Wilson say about what Americans 

should do and say about the war?

We must be impartial in thought, as well as 
action, must put a curb upon our sentiments, 
as well as upon every transaction that might 
be construed as a preference of one party to 
the struggle before another.
—Woodrow Wilson
1. What did Wilson mean by “curt…our 

sentiments.”
2. What side does Wilson encourage Americans to 

take?



Crossing the line toward 
war
• Lusitania sunk

• Sussex Pledge
• No more Sub warfare w/o warning

• Zimmerman Note 
• Mexico & Germany

• Unrestricted Submarine Warfare

I have come the conclusion that the 
German Government is utterly hostile 
to all nations with democratic 
institutions because those who 
compose it see in democracy a 
menace to absolutism and the defeat 
of the German ambition for world 
dominations.
---Robert Lansing



Zimmermann Telegram



•This graphic is 
best described by

a) Lusitania
b) Sussex
c) Zimmermann
d) Unrestricted 

submarine 
warfare



Review-Begin US involvement in WW I
1. According to the Zimmermann telegram, if 

______ allied with Germany, Germany 
would return Texas, Arizona, and New 
Mexico to them following a German 
victory.

2. _________ promise not to sink more 
merchant ships without warning.





American Home 
Front
•Selective Service-

Draft

•African Americans

•Women
• Served officially

369th Harlem Hellraisers

Henry Johnson 



American Home Front
• War Industry Board

• Food, Victory Gardens

• Fuel, Daylight Savings Time

• Finance the war
• Victory Bonds

• Liberty Bonds

• Committee Of Public Info.
• Posters

• War Goals

• “Keeping the world safe for 
democracy”

Fear, perhaps, is rather an important element to be bred in the civilian population. It is 
difficult to unit a people by talking only on the highest ethical plane.  To fight for an ideal, 
perhaps, must be coupled with thoughts of self-preservation.   So a truthful appeal to the 
fear of men, the recognition of the terrible things that would happen if the German 
Government were permitted to retain its prestige, may be necessary in order that all people 
unite in the support of the needed sacrifices.
---Committee on Public Information, 1918
1.  How does this quote reflect the ideas of the Committee?



Labor support for the 
war

•National War Labor 
Board
• Business & Labor must 

work together to win 
the war

•Great Migration
•African Amer. From 

south to north

•Women
•Clerks & Navy

•Mexicans
•Farms SW



Public Support for the 
war

• Posters

• Espionage

•Spying

• Sedition Act 

•Free Speech
•Schenck vs. US

• Liberty Cabbage

The most stringent protection of free speech would not protect a man in falsely shouting 
fire in a theatre and causing a panic.  The question in every case is whether the words used 
are used in such circumstances and are of such a nature as to create a clear and present 
danger that they will bring about the substantive evils that Congress has a right to prevent. 
It is a question of proximity and degree.  When a nation is at war, many things that might 
be said in time of peace are such a hindrance to its effort that their utterance will not be 
endured so long as men fight, and that no Court could regard them as protected by any 
constitutional right.
---Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes
1.  What limits on free speech does Justice Holmes express?



Review-WW I US Home front
1. _______ were a method of loaning money to the 

government to pay for war.

2. To conserve energy during World War I, the Fuel 
Administration introduced _____.

3. The draft was authorized by the ______ act to raise an 
army to fight World War I.

4. “Selling” the war to the American people was the task 
of the ______.

5. In the case Schenck v. the United States, the Supreme 
Court ruled that freedom of _______ could be 
suspended during wartime.



Bloody War!!
•Trench Warfare
•No man’s land
•Machine Guns
•Gas
•Artillery
•Tanks
•Airplanes

• Observation

Many dead Germans along 
the road. One heap on a 
manure pile…Devastation 
everywhere.  Our barrage 
has rotted up the entire 
territory like a ploughed 
field.  Dead horses galore, 
many of them have a hind 
quarter cut off…he Huns 
need food.  Dead men here 
and there.
---Great War Soldier





War at Sea

•Dreadnaughts

•U-boats

•Convoys



German High Seas Fleet



International Politics
•Russian Revolution

•Bolsheviks

•Communists

• Lenin

•Brest-Litovsk

•Communist International

Vladimir Lenin, Russian Bolshevik



American Army at War
•Offensive attitude

•Battles at
• Chateau-Thierry
• Saint Miheal
• Muese-Argonne



World War I Re-
enactors



Willing Warriors

Benjamin F. Harrell Lloyd Brown



Review-Fighting World War I
1. The Soviet Union formed the _____, an 

organization to coordinate the activities 
of Communist parties in other countries.

2. The use of _______ led to the extensive 
use of trench warfare during World War 
I.

3. ________ were first used to observe 
enemy movements because of its ease 
of observation.

4. ______ was the Bolshevik leader in the 
nearly organized Soviet Union.





Analyzing Wilson’s 
Fourteen Points

I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived 
at, after which there shall be no private 
international understandings of any kind 
but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly 
and in the public view.
–Woodrow Wilson
1. What is Wilson referring to in the quote?
2. Why does he believe it to be important?

4
A general association of 
nations must be formed 
under specific covenants for 
the purpose of affording 
mutual guarantees of 
political independence 
and territorial integrity to 
great and small states alike.
–Woodrow Wilson
1. What organization is Wilson 

referring to in this quote?

We wish her only to accept a place of 
equality among the peoples of the world, –
the new world in which we now live, –
instead of a place of mastery.
–Woodrow Wilson 
1.  Which parts of the treaty would not leave 
Germany in “a place of equality”? Check all of 
the boxes that apply.
a) paying war reparations
b) accepting blame for the war
c) giving up land and population
d) giving up colonies and armies



Peace•Wilson’s Fourteen Points
• Big Four rejects points

•Armistice

•Big Four
• US
• Britain
• France
• Italy

•Treaty of Versailles
• Reparations
• Colonies
• Austria, Ottoman, Russian Empires 

dissolves
• League of Nations

•US rejects treaty



Impact of World War I
•Economic Turmoil in 

Europe
• Inflation

•Strikes
• General Strikes
• Police
• Steel

•Returning Soldiers
•Recession



•Race Riots

•Changing 
neighborhoods

•Red Scare
• Palmer Raids
• Hoover & FBI
• Anarchists
• Mail bombings
• Communism
• Soviet Union



US Isolationism
•Republicans call for 

“Normalcy”

•Progressivism’s end

Our present need is not heroics, but healing;  not 
nostrums, but normalcy;  not revolution, but bold 
restoration;  not agitation, but adjustments;  not 
surgery, but serenity;  not the dramatic, but the 
dispassionate;  not submergence in internationality, but 
sustainment in triumphant nationality.
---Warren G. Harding, 1920
1.  How would Harding support the League of Nations?
1.  What policy would Harding support?



Review-End of World War I
1. The Big Four included _____, _____, ____ 

and ____.

2. The Big Four did not embrace the basis of 
Wilson’s ________ but instead instituted a 
harsh peace called the Treaty of _____.

3. The organization that eventually became the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation was originally 
formed to find evidence of a _____ 
conspiracy.


