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The Beginnings
• Plessy case 1896

• Legal segregation
• Segregation

• De facto by custom

• De Jure by law

• NAACP 1909
• Lawsuits challenging 

segregation
• Thurgood Marshall

• Brown case 1954
• Illegalized segregation

• Voting Rights  Act of 
1957

• African American Voting

• Desegregation
• Massive resistance

In an Oklahoma City Streetcar station in 
1939, a man takes a drink from a water 
cooler labeled COLORED.  Racially 
segregated facilities such as waiting rooms, 
railroad cars, lavatories, and drinking 
fountains were prevalent all across the 
South.  Under the so-called Jim Crow 
system, African Americans were legally 
entitled to “separate-but-equal” education, 
housing, and social services.  In practice, 
however, only a small percentage of public 
funds earmarked for schools, streets, police, 
and other expenses found its way to 
African Americans neighborhoods.
1. What laws are indicated in this quote?
2. What supreme court case allowed these 

laws?
3. What is segregation?



We conclude that, in the field of public 
education, the doctrine of “separate but equal” 
has no place. Separate educational facilities are 
inherently unequal. Therefore, we hold that the 
plaintiffs . . . are, by reason of the segregation 
complained of, deprived of the equal protection 
of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth 
Amendment.

To separate the African American students 
from others of similar age and qualifications 
solely because of their race generates a feeling 
of inferiority as to their status in the community 
that may affect their hearts and minds in a way 
unlikely ever to be undone.
–Brown v. Board of Education
1. Where does the effects of this court case most 

apparent?
2. Why would there be a great amount of 

resistance to this ruling?
3. How can this ruling be applied or not applied 

in today’s issues with civil rights



When we would go to white schools, 
we would see these lovely classrooms 
with a small number of children in 
each class.  The teachers were 
permanent.  We would see wonderful 
materials.  When we would go to the 
colored schools, we would see 
overcrowded classrooms, children 
witting out in the corridors.  And so 
then we decided that where there 
were a large number of white 
students, that is where the care went.  
That I where the books went.  That is 
where the money went.
1. Compare the white schools and the 

colored schools.
2. What supreme court case was 

supposed to eliminate these 
differences?



Massive Resistance to 
new Civil Rights

This court decision is destroying the amicable 
relations between the white and Negro races 
that have been created through ninety years of 
patient effort by the good people of both 
races. It has planted hatred and suspicion 
where there has been heretofore friendship 
and understanding.
–Southern Manifesto
I must state here, in all sincerity, it is my firm 
conviction that it will not be possible to restore 
or to maintain order and protect the lives and 
property of the citizens, if forcible integration 
is carried out tomorrow in the schools of this 
community.
–Orval Faubus
1.  What does Orval Faubus predict will happen if the 
Little Rock Nine students are admitted to Little Rock 
High School?
2.  What court decision is discussed?



Brown Vs. Board 
ended legal school segregation



•Analyze 
school 
segregation 

1. Sub-
caption 
this 
cartoon 
explaining 
its 
applicatio
n to civil 
rights



.

•Parks
• Busses 

Montgomery 

•King & SCLC
• Voting rights
• Gandhian Non-

violence
• End segregation

•Eckford in Little 
Rock High School
• Defying Fed. Law.
• Gov. uses 

National Guard 
troops

• Ike uses US Army 
Paratroopers



Review, Equal Rights
1. The supreme court established the doctrine of ______ in the 

Plessy decision.

2. _____ segregation is similar to certain churches which are 
predominately white or black.

3. _____ is the term associated with many people refusing to follow 
the outcome of the Brown Decision.

4. ______ was the leading lawyer in the Brown Decision.

5. In the 1950s, the leading efforts of African Americans was getting 
equal ____ rights.

6. In which portion of the United States required school segregation 
in the early 1900s?

7. On the topic of ______ is what caused the greatest conflict 
between states’ rights and federal power.

8. _____ used with limited success, Gandhian non-violent civil 
disobedience to address inequality.





Challenging 
Segregation
•Sit-ins

• Greensboro NC
• Woolworth 

counter
• CORE

• James Farmer

•SNCC
• Voter Registration

•Freedom Riders
• equal access to 

buses

•Meredith
• Univ. of Miss.





James Meredith escorted to Univ. of Miss by 

Federal marshals





Bull Connor, 
Birmingham

•Birmingham
• King vs. Connor
• On TV

•Washington
• King’s speech
• Jobs & Freedom
• I Have a Dream…

•Selma
• Pettus Bridge
• State Troopers vs. 

peaceful marchers



Pettus Bridge, Selma Ala., “Bloody Sunday





Review, protests
1. The first publicized sit-in occurred in the 

Woolworth department store in ____.

2. _____ required federal marshal escorts while 
registering for classes at the University of 
Mississippi.

3. _______ was the protest movement to 
desegregate bus lines in the south.

4. What were the two reasons for Dr. King’s I have 
a dream speech in Washington in 1963?

5. Pettus bridge located on the outskirts of _____ 
resulted in violence in 1965.



Political Action
• John Kennedy

• Equal Employment
• Little done

• Concern over Southern Dem. 
Support

• Robert Kennedy
• Voting lawsuits

• Lyndon Johnson
• Civil Rights Act of 1964

• Ends legal segregation

• Voting Rights Act

• Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party (MFDP)

• Mary Lou Hamer
• All races allowed to 

participate at convention



Success or Failure: 
Voting Rights

• Analyze and 
create a news 
magazine article 
using the facts in 
this chart and your 
knowledge of US 
History.

• How successfully 
have African 
Americans 
improved their 
position in regards 
to voting rights 
since 1965?



After 1965

•New Issues
•Poverty
•Racism
•Riots



Louis Farrakhan 

•New 
Answers

• Black Power

• Nation of Islam
• Black Muslims
• Malcolm X

• Black Panthers
• Stokey 

Carmichael

The concept of Black Power . . . is a call for black 
people in this country to unite, to recognize their 
heritage, to build a sense of community. It is a 
call for black people to begin to define their own 
goals, to lead their own organizations and to 
support those organizations.
–Black Power: The Politics of Liberation of America, 1967
1.  List six concepts of the Black Power Movement.



Malcom Little (X)

Dr. King

Lost Leaders and 
New Hopes

•King
• Killed in Memphis

•Malcom X
• Killed

•Robert Kennedy
• Killed

•1968 and New 
Liberalism



Hope and Desperation



By Bruce Hornsby

Standing in line marking time--
Waiting for the welfare dime
'Cause they can't buy a job
The man in the silk suit hurries by
As he catches the poor old ladies' eyes
Just for fun he says "Get a job"

That's just the way it is
Some things will never change
That's just the way it is
But don't you believe them

They say hey little boy you can't go
Where the others go
'Cause you don't look like they do
Said hey old man how can you stand
To think that way
Did you really think about it
Before you made the rules
He said, Son

That's just the way it is
Some things will never change
That's just the way it is
But don't you believe them

Well they passed a law in '64
To give those who ain't got a little 
more
But it only goes so far
Because the law won't change 
another's mind
When all it sees at the hiring time
Is the line on the color bar

That's just the way it is
Some things will never change
That's just the way it is
But don't you believe them



Review-Civil Rights Politics
1. ____ was an influential leader of the Nation of 

Islam during the 1960s.

2. The _____ was a radical faction that called for 
radical violent pursuits of racial equality.

3. After the Civil Rights Act, Dr. King focused on 
issues of ____ in the African American 
community.

4. _____ was hesitant to support the Freedom 
Riders because he was concerned about the 
Democratic Party’s position in the south.

5. ______ prevents racial segregation in the United 
States.


